February 7, 1958

Dr. Hidea T. Cox

Executive Director

The Amsrican Institute of Biolcgicel Soisnces, Inc.
2000 P Street, N. W.

m‘hiﬂston 6, D. c-

My dear Cox:

This msmo was revised since 1958 and wss circularized in this form
to the NAS council. I think that Dr. Bronk might be the best target for
any representetions on the matter you wished tc make at the present time.
I am hoping the matter will alsc be on the agenda of the forth coming
Internationsl Congress of kicroblology in Stockholm this summer, though
here aghin the NiS 1s probably the best chananel of communication to the
Russians. My chief concern is that this might becoms a partisan football,
though this may not be sound political philosophy. iIn the last analysis
Congress nas not only the ultimate authority but the lsgitimate interest
in such matters. Before any such discussions as Lhese reach that ievel,
however, I would hops we have more alert sclentific backing, and clear
procedural channels, for expert testimony w the congressionel cumsittee.

For this reason, I talnk we need rather more than a syamposiuam on
"Biology in the upace age", vut before that some study committees (prefer-
ably not more than 3-4 people sach) on spsclal aspects.

#ould you aee any useful merit in putting this letter as it stends
into the AIBS Bulletin? The itrouble is, the context changes sc rupidly
that it will probably be outmoded by the time it appears. It is also
possibly too exhortatory for that vehicle - perhaps not.

I hope your visit to Madison will aot be during uhe week of Karch 10.
I will be leaving for Philadeliphia Monday afternoon ani will be guae for
the week.

Have you fixed the time for the AIBS meeting this fall? I am a little
apprehensive it may conflioct with the Stockholm (microbiology) - Montreal
(genetics) cycle of international congresses (iugust 4-27).

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Medical (enstics
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